
 

 

 

 

S.2197 An Act to Modernize Municipal Meetings, Town Meetings, and Local 
Elections 

● Broad Remote Access Vulnerabilities: Permitting widespread remote participation 
significantly heightens risks of hacking, credential theft, cyberattacks, technical failures, 
and deepfakes, which could compromise meeting integrity and public trust. 

 

● Excessive Authority to Local Officials: The bill gives local officials too much power to 
postpone or delay town meetings and elections based on vaguely defined "perceived 
emergencies," risking abuse, manipulation of timelines, and suppression of voter and 
public participation. 

 

● Erosion of Deliberative Democracy: In-person town meetings ensure robust debate, 
accountability, and community engagement. Broad remote formats risk passive 
participation and reduced transparency. 

 

● Unequal Access and Long-Term Precedent: Not all residents have reliable technology, 
and making temporary measures permanent without strong security audits sets a troubling 
precedent for local governance. 

 


