MA 4 FairElections

H. 860 An Act Relative to Early Voting and Vote by Mail

Primary reasons to restrict mail-in voting in favor of supervised in-person voting:

o Excessive taxpayer costs: Over $8 million spent on 2024 mail-in administration
(postage, printing, fees), excluding other expenses; Secretary Galvin testified Feb.
11, 2026 in front of the Joint Ways and Means Committee, the need for another $15
million for election costs.

e Mail-in ballots are not anonymous: Election workers must open envelopes to access
ballots.

e Undue burden on clerks: Clerks are not handwriting experts yet face unrealistic
signature verification demands.

e Vulnerability to fraud and coercion: Risks include tampering, forgery, ballot
harvesting, and family pressure without observers



